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Unlike English vocabulary, which is often learned as isolated words, Chinese vocabulary grows from  

base characters organized by clear semantic logic. Learning a single character can unlock a family of  

related meanings and words — much like buying one item and getting several more for free.  

Look at the following characters closely. What do they have in common? What is the grouping logic?  

 

How do you pronounce and write these characters? 

Click on each character to hear its pronunciation, watch the stroke order,  

practice writing, and quiz yourself. 

yuè Yī yuè Èr yuè Sān yuè Sì yuè Wǔ yuè Liù yuè 

月 
一 月 二 月 三 月 四 月 五 月 六 月 

Qī yuè Bā yuè Jiǔ yuè Shí yuè Shíyī yuè Shí‘èr yuè 

七 月 八 月 九 月 十 月 十 一 月 十 二 月 
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Yuè

月
Month

Yī yuè 

一月
(Jan)

(The 1st 
Month)

Èr yuè 

二月 (Feb)

(The 2nd 
Month)

Sān yuè 

三月 (Mar)

(The 3rd 
Month)

Sì yuè 

四月 (Apr)

(The 4th 
Month)

Wǔ yuè

五月
(May)

(The 5th 
Month)

Liù yuè

六月 (Jun)

(The 6th 
Month)

Qī yuè

七月 (Jul)

(The 7th 
Month)

Bā yuè

八月 (Aug)

(The 8th 
Month)

Jiǔ yuè

九月
(Sept)

(The 9th 
Month)

Shí yuè

十月 (Oct)

(The 10th 
Month)

Shíyī yuè

十一月
(Nov)

(The 11th 
Month)

Shí‘èr yuè

十二月
(Dec)

(The 12th 
Month)
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