Unlike English vocabulary, which is often learned as isolated words, Chinese vocabulary grows from
base characters organized by clear semantic logic. Learning a single character can unlock a family of
related meanings and words — much like buying one item and getting several more for free.
Look at the following characters closely. What do they have in common? What is the grouping logic?

Shi‘er yue Br yue

= H (Feb)

(The 2nd
Month)

(The 1st
Month)

Month)

ShiyT yue

+—A

NERYIE
= )3] (Mar)

(Nov)
(The 11th
Month)

Shi yue

+ A (©Oct)

(The 10th
Month)

Jiu yue
A
(Sept)

(The 9th
Month)

Ba yue
N H (Aug)

(The 8th
Month)

Q1 yue
* A qu

(The 7th
Month)

Liu yue
7% )EJ (Jun)

(The 6th
Month)

(The 3rd
Month)

Si yué
9 F (Apr)

(The 4th
Month)

How do you pronounce and write these characters?
Click on each character to hear its pronunciation, watch the stroke order,
practice writing, and quiz yourself.

yué Y1 yué Er yué San yué Si yueé Wi yué Liu yue
— A = A = A A Z A = A

);] Q1 yueé Ba yué Jitl yué Shi yueé Shiyl yueé Shi‘ér yue
£ A N A 7L A + A + — A +=A

11 ju  zhongwén de yuefen shi zai yI dao shi ér de méigeé shuzi houmianjia yue zi jiugouchéng le méi yige yue de yuefeén
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